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What would you do if you spent the whole summer with your father only to discover that he had a few days left to live? "The last Song", which is the title of a bittersweet yet tragic novel, where a song is completed by a teenage girl for her dying father to signify the completeness of his father's life. Nicholas Sparks, the writer of "The last Song", is an eminent love-story writer. He has accomplished a lot of successful novels such as "The Notebook", "Message in a Bottle" and "A Walk to Remember". Be prepared to fall in love and burst into tears you read "The Last Song", since it reveals, in different aspects, the yearning for love, our priceless but vulnerable possession.

The story takes place in Wrightsville Beach of the U.S.A. during a summer vacation. It begins with a seventeen-year-old girl Ronnie Miller and her younger brother Jonah, who are compelled by their mother, Kim, to stay with their father, Steve, for the summer. Three years earlier, subsequent to the infidelity of Kim, Steve and Kim divorced. Steve, who is a former Julliard Music professor, used to share his passion towards Music with Ronnie by teaching her to play the piano.  Mistakenly thinking that her father abandoned the family, as her parents had not told them the affairs of their mother, Ronnie harbors strong anger and hatred towards her father. Shortly after her parents' divorce, Ronnie turns rebellious and refuses to play the piano, though she is very talented in Music and has already made remarkable accomplishments in Music. 

Soon after Ronnie's arrival in Wrightsville Beach to stay with her father, she acquaints with an adolescent girl named Blaze in a carnival. Ronnie then gets to know Blaze's boyfriend, Marcus, who tries to draw Ronnie's attention, as he would like to date Ronnie. Unwitting about Ronnie's decline of Marcus's dating, Blaze misunderstands that Ronnie wants to have an affair with Marcus. She takes revenge on Ronnie by putting a compact disc into Ronnie's bag while Blaze meets Ronnie in a compact-disc shop. Though knowing that she was framed by Blaze for shoplifting, out of love and friendship, Ronnie helps Blaze out over and over again - Ronnie gives Blaze the money for relieving her destitution even Ronnie is also in urgent need of the money; she comforts Blaze when Marcus dumps her; and she saves Blaze from a fire.

The romantic love scene starts with a handsome adolescent called Will bumping into Ronnie at the beach. They meet each other again when Will, also an aquarium volunteer, helps her to protect the endangered Loggerhead sea turtles attacked by the raccoons outside her house. They soon fall in love and spend a few blissful and romantic weeks along the beach and at the aquarium. Their love has forever encountered misunderstanding and put to tests. As Will comes from a very rich family, his parents, especially his mother, oppose Will for dating Ronnie. To make Ronnie confuse about Will's intention for approaching Ronnie, Will's ex-girlfriend Ashley, who is jealous of Ronnie, attempts to use rumors to drive them apart. Another issue testing their relationship is that Will has hidden the secret of his friend Scott, who was once considered by Will to be responsible for the church fire. Without knowing this secret, people thinks that Steve is the church arsonist, as he fainted inside the Church. All these ordeals have created the stumbling blocks for their love, but with their understanding and forgiveness, they have eventually surmounted all formidable difficulties and come back together to continue their loving relationship. 

After she has lived together with her father again, Ronnie eventually feels and treasures her father's love, which is growing stronger than ever but is meanwhile fading visually in front of her as her father is facing death because of terminal illness. As Ronnie has found out the whole truth of his father's situation, she feels deeply guilty and regretful. She decides to stay at his house to look after him, despite the disapproval of Kim. In the following weeks, Ronnie walks the beach and chats with Steve so as to give him the last-minute comfort. A couple of days prior to the decease of Steve, Ronnie completes the last song that Steve attempted to complete but of no avail.  She plays "The Last Song" in front of Steve in order to make his life complete.

Love is a key subject that Nicholas Sparks has lured readers to adhere to the story with strong emotion lingering around our mind and heart. 

"Love is fragile, and we are not always the best love keepers," says Steve, my favorite character in the story. This inspiring message has been echoing in my mind over and over again, just like a tape being replayed and replayed in a cassette. Indeed, living in the comfort zones nowadays, we never bother to think how fortunate we are to have our parents guiding us the right way and to have our families being our spiritual supporters when we encounter setback, distress, sorrow and even pain. We always take everything for granted. Ronnie is a concrete example of ignoring the love of his father and making compensation only to find that it is too late.  Ronnie never appreciates what her father has done, notwithstanding that Steve often stays up late to wait for her to return home, boards up his piano to avoid disturbing her, encourages her not to waste her talent because of her anger against him and supports her with all his efforts even during the last journey of his life. Instead, she just gives him a cold shoulder at all times and spends all her time on her boyfriend and other friends. Not until she discovers Steve's Cancer does she try to apologize to him for what she has done. Ronnie, to a certain extent, reflects the world we are living today and embodies the stubbornness of people, particularly adolescents who ignore the love around us and sometimes only try to compensate it when it is too late. So we should treasure the love we have around us and remind ourselves to be the best love keepers!

Apart from advocating how significant love is, Sparks also brings out another crucial theme - forgiveness. Throughout the story, the protagonists forgive others – Steve forgives Kim, Ronnie, Will and Scott whereas Ronnie forgives his parents, Blaze, and Will. It is only through their forgiveness will the reader feel and appreciate the greatness of love.

In this book, Steve forgives his wife for her infidelity and even helps her to cover up her wrongdoing by shouldering the blame from the children. This demonstrates his love towards his wife and towards most significantly his children. Without forgiving his wife, he cannot protect the mother-children relationship after his death. As for Ronnie, only after condoning her parents and accepting her parents' divorce can she begin to restore the relationship with her parents. In my opinion, in family relationships, forgiveness is the magic key to sustaining love.   Without forgiveness, we will blame our family members for anything, be it trivial or huge matters. By forgiving our beloved family members, we can narrow our differences, reach our consensus, and build up our lasting love towards each other.

Ronnie's forgiveness towards Blaze illustrates how friendship can be sustained and how misunderstanding be resolved by taking our first step to condone what our friends may have done wrong. Whelms of warm and strong emotions surge through my body as Ronnie and Will rush to Blaze to help her put off the fire on Blaze's body. Some may query why Ronnie saved a girl who had made herself as an obnoxious shoplifter in the eyes of other people. Being framed, Ronnie should be mad with rage as Blaze turns her back against Ronnie. Yet, as the adage goes, "Nobody's perfect." So long as one has realized one's wrongdoings and has determined to change, we should always be merciful and should extricate our friends from the blame of the misdeeds. After all, happiness and peace of mind will never be far away if we learn to forgive and love one another. In many day-to-day relationships, misunderstandings, conflicts and even hatred can be more easily resolved if we bear a forgiveness and attitude to achieve a win-win situation! So, let the bygones be bygones!

Death and our choice to decide how we face the dying process is also considered as one of the thought-provoking ideas in the story.

Throughout the story, Sparks compares two kinds of death situations - the sudden death and the time-limited life facing death, which are illustrated by the death of Will's younger brother, Mikey, in a car accident and by the death of Steve, who has a period of time to continue to live after he has realized his terminal illness of Cancer respectively.

The sudden death of Mikey in a car accident really, to me, reflects the abrupt nature and uncontrollability of death even in a rich family and in the society with advanced medical technology. In the story, after Mikey's death, Will knows what he should treasure most - life and relationship. Mikey's death and its impact to Will makes me cherish life and people around me, particularly my family. Mikey died abruptly in a car accident without any warnings connotes that life, full of twists and turns, is always unexpected. Death is an inevitable truth for everyone to face, no matter how rich you are or how successful your life have been. It is, thus, sensible to cherish everyone we have right now so as to elude from being remorseful when getting old. 

How Steve faces death gives me great reflection of how we should live. After learning about his Cancer, Steve could have chosen to blame God for such destiny or could have been angry with people around him, as they did not treat him well. Nevertheless, he chooses to face it bravely and peacefully. He makes arrangement to live with his children to spend a very meaningful summer with them to restore their relationships and to support his children to do meaningful tasks with him. Although Steve was wrongly accused of burning down the church, he did not blame people in the town. On the contrary, he spends his remaining time to make the large stained glass window of the church to show his reparation and contribution towards the church. His son, Jonah, shows respects towards his father while making the stained glass with him. After knowing his father's Cancer, in tears, together with Will, Jonah helps Steve to complete the stained glass window. To Ronnie, Steve puts a lot of efforts in repairing his relationship with her and guiding her to make meaningful choices such as friendship, study and Music in her blossoming time. In his remaining time, Steve not only spends his time meaningfully with his family, but also takes a step further to forgive the people who have accused him wrongly. To me, this really illustrates the completeness and greatness of his choice of authentic living while facing death. We can choose how we live meaningfully, even if death is imminent. 

All in all, it is really tactful for Sparks that, not only does he give off some love plots that tug the readers' heartstrings, but also penetrate in these plots for readers to ponder over some important life philosophical notions such as the entwining relationship of love and forgiveness as well as the interrelatedness between the meaning of life and our choice to live. Being in such a materialistic and cutting-edge world, I always remind myself that materialistic comfort is nothing, compared to the love that connects each human being's heart.
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